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Tv all who believe with the Heart on the 
LORD JESUS CERIST. 
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DzgAR BatrTHREN ! 


E entertain a ſincere and cordial affection 
| toward you, for the ſake of our common 
Lord and Saviour; and it appears to us expe- 
dient to teſtify this, by addreſſing you, in your 
aſſociate Capacities, on the intere ing ſubjects of 
brotherly love and Chriſtian Unity. We truſt 
that your Candour will incline to a favourable 
judgment of our motives for this addreſs, and 
that reciprocal affection will caſt a mantle 
over its defects. We are encouraged to take 
this freedom with you, as your conduct indi- 
- cates a perſuaſion that religious intercourſe and 
aflociation are truly defirable. With the ſame 
view, wwe have formed an Union, which is more 
comprehenive in its plan than moſt, if not all of 
the religious aſſociations, of which we have any 
knowledge. 'We apprehend, that, from this very 
circumſtance, we have already derived real and 
important advantages. It appears, therefore, to 
be incumbent upon us, nutwithſtanding our ex- 
perience is yet in an early (tage, to ſubmit to your 
conſideration, without farther delay, the princi- 
ples, upon which our Union is founded ;—the 
reaſons whieh induce us to hope that 1t may be 
generally pra#icable ;—and the bengicial purpeſes, 
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that may, W the bleſſing of God our Sa. 
viour, be accompliſhed by its means. It would 
ill become us, to dictate any thing to you ; and 
it is far from our deſign. We intreat yaur ſerious 
attention to things which we eſteem to be of ge- 
neral importance; but we are ſenſible of the de- 
ference which is due to the judgment which you 
may form reſpecting them, whatever it ſhall be; 
and we ſhall thankfully. accept any advice, and 


correction, which you think it proper to commu» 
nicate. 


7 The Fea, which has-been Cd in this 
Neighbourhood, comprehends ſerious believers 
in Chriſt, of all denominations ſubſiſting among 
us. Its object is to promote their mutual ac- 
quaintance, affection, and edification; and their 
general co-operation in extending the knowledge 
of the Goſpel, according to the ability, and op- 


portunities, which the Lord vouchſafes to impart. 
It is grounded upon the following principles; 


which we apprehend to be deduced from the na- 
ture of Chriſtianity; the general import, and 


expreſs terms of the Goſpel; and the example of 


the inſpired diciples, of our Lord. 


1. All, who balken wich the hap on the 3 
Jeſus Chriſt, are, without exception, partakers of 
the. free and diſtinguiſhing Love of God ; where- 
by his only-begotten Son has been given, as the | 


facrifice for their Sins; and his wad 97 


renew and ſanctify their Souls. 


2. The Grace * God, thus 8 ward 
al believers, produces. in them a Gore reſem- 
15,129 2 blanes 


1 


blance of judgment, and diſpoſition, which is 
more important than every thing wherein they 
{till differ from each other; being the image of 
God reſtored in their minds, by he operation of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, 15 ho 
3. Hence ariſe obligations to mutual love, 
which cannot be annulled by the imperfections 
that ſtill ſubſiſt in any real believer ; nor be ful- 
filled but by doing good, eſpecially, to all the 
houſehold of God, as we have opportunity. 


4. The advancement of Chriſt's Kingdom is a 

proper and principal obje& of purſuit to all be- 

lievers ; and they ought, univerſally, to render to 

each other every aſſiſtance in their power, for 

this great and common End; notwithſtanding 
their diverſity in inferior reſpects. 


We truſt that it will appear to you, Brethren, 
unneceſſary to explain and confirm theſe princi- 
ples. To do ſo, would exceed the proper limits 
of this addreſs. We proceed, therefore, 


II. To ſuggeſt ſome reaſons for hoping that 
the Union, which we have deſcribed, and which 
is grounded upon theſe principles, may be found 
generally practicable. We are addreſſing a num- 
ber of religious Aſſociations, that difter much 
one from another. It may therefore be uſeful, 
in this part of our Addreſs, to diſtinguiſh the 
claſſes, under which, we apprehend, they may-be 

arranged. © Re | | 
B 3. 1. We 
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1. We believe that moſt religious Aſſociations 


conſiſt of ſocieties belonging to ane Denomina- 


tion of Chriſtians only. We confider thoſe 


among you, which anſcer to th 's deſcription, un- 


der the ſame claſs; whether your mutual connec - 


tion be more conſtant, ſtrict, and uniform; as 
in the caſes of Epiſcopalian, or Prefbyteiian 
Churches; the Methodiſt Societies, &c. or whe - 


ther it be only occaſional ; as the Aſſaciations 


which are compoſed of diſtinct and independent 
Congregations. We do not ſuppoſe, Brethren, 
that you entertain a doubt, reſpecting the Saiva- 
tion of many among thoſe who are not admitted 
to aſſociate with you. Nor do we imagine that 
you expect uniformity, in every religious ſenti- 
ment, from thoſe whom you admit to your So- 
eieties. We ſubmit, therefore, to your atten- 
tion, whether the bond of Union which con- 
nects Chriſtians of only one denomination, and 
ſeparates them from all the reſt of their fellow 
Chriſtians, is any thing more than a partial coin- 
eidence of judgment, greatly inferior in import- 
ance to the bonds which ſhould unite 4d be- 
lievers to each other. We earneſtly intreat you, 


brethren, to examine the propriety of making 


ſo great a practical difference, on account of a 


difference in judgment comparatively ſo ſmall. 
We do not preſume to adviſe, that all, of whom 


you hope things which accompany ſalvation, 
ſhould be invited to a ſtrict and continual fel- 
towſhip with you. In ſome reſpects. you could 


not conſcientiouſly unite : in others it would be 


more likely to excite contention than to cement 


affection. But to meet together at ſtated periods, 


_ 


0 


in order to eſtabliſh each other in the grand truths 


of 


C- 5 


af the Golpel, to concert meaſures far diſſemi- 
nating theſe truths, and to offer united 1 
tions far the ſucceſs of ſuch efforts, this ſurelx 
. deemed practicable, and ſaitable, for all | 
who are brethren in the Lord. 
2. Thoſe Aﬀociations, which include believers 
of more n than one, but exclude 
2 whom, notwithſtanding, they acknow- 
edge to be brethren in Chriſt, conſtitute a claſs 
diltinet from the farmer, Of this kind was the 
1 9 50 ormed in the laſt century, between the 
Preſbyterians and Independents; and 


15 it {till remains, where its nature has not 
been altered, by a departure, on one fide, from 
fundamental truths of the Goſpel, Such are thoſe 
Afoqiations which include different denomina- 
tions of Dillenters, to the excluſion of pious 
people belonging to the eſtabliſhed Church; 
and of Calviniſts, within and without the Efta- 
bliſbment, to the excluſion of all who do not 
profeſs Calvimſm: Tou, dear brethren, who 
form any of the Aſſociations compriſed in this 
.clals, have already embraced fellow-believers, 
who profeſs, in ſame reſpects, to differ from you 
in judgment. And in order that you may follow 
after the things which make for peace, and things 
whereby one may edify another, you ſuſpend, 
during the ſeaſons of your intercourſe, the diſ- 
cuſſion of thoſe points of do&rine, or diſcipline, 
upon which you maintain a difference of judg- 
.ment. Each of you holds facred the view he has 
_ himſelf formed of revealed truth: but you have 
learned the important leſſon, to allow your bre- 
thren to do the . You neither renounce, 
| oe. 4 nor 
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nor difſemble, any of your principles; but yon 
carry into prattice the grand principle of bro- 
therly love, towards ſome, who cordially believe 
on our common Lord and Saviour, but who un- 
derſtand his revealed will differently from yout- 
ſelves in inferior matters. Wherefore, dear bre- 
. thren, ſhould you not exerciſe the ſame forbear- 
ance, and affection, toward all whom you confi. 
der as genuine believers in Chriſt ?—Whilſt ſome 
of them differ from you more widely than others, 
they all agree with you in matters of infinite im- 
portance, Chriſt hath received them, hath ſhed 
his blood for their redemption, and ſent his Spi- 
rit to dwell in their hearts; and ſhall we count 
them unworthy, or unfit, to affociate with' us? 
By conferring with them at ſtated periods, and 
co-operating with them to diſſeminate Truths 
which you all rely upon-for Salvation, you would 
no more adopt the different opinions which any 
of them hold, than you do thoſe of the brethren 
wich whom you already affociate. We humbly 
intreat you to conſider, whether it would not be 
«practicable for you to form Aſſociations,” which 
| ſhall be open to all whom you eſtem as Brethren 
in Chriſt; and whether, by doing ſo, you would 
not act in perfect conſiſtency with the gtand and 
ſolid principles of Chriſtian Unity. 1 


3. We are happy that we can addreſs ſome of 
you, brethren, as conſtituting, with ourſelves, a 
claſs of religious aſſociations, from which none, 
who are regarded as brethren in the Lord, are on 
account of inferior differences, excluded. The 
number of ſuch” affociations is, indeed, few at 
-preſent ; but we truſt it will increaſe with the in- 
Ton W 2 ERC 
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creaſe of God. Permit us, dear Brethren, te 
mention ſome deſcriptive marks, which ſeem to 
us requiſite, in ſuch aflociations, to render them 
entirely conſiſtent with the liberal principles upon 
Which they have been formed.—lt is obvious 
that no pecuniary Subſcription ſhould be required 
from their Members. Otherwiſe, many believers, 
of every denomination, and among them ſome 
who might afford important aſſiſtance in promot- 
ing the Salvation of fellow- creatures, muſt be 
excluded. The funds, that are neceſſary to ſup- 

port the cauſe of Chriſt, ſhould be contributed 
voluntarily. It is not enough for any Aſſociation 
to be formed with a religious view. If it is not 
alſo compoſed of religious perſons, the beſt pur- 
poles and plans will be fruſtrated. —It appears, 
likewiſe, proper for Chriſtians, when they unite 
as ſuch, not to reſtrict their exertions to any one 
peculiar line of their Lord's Service. Let them, 
when affociated, as well as in their individual 
ſtations, be ready for every good word and work. 
Otherwiſe, when opportunities for doing good 
are preſented, we ſhall be hindered from improv- 
ing them by the narrowneſs of our plans. Par- 
ticular objects may, in moſt caſes, be beſt pro- 
moted by diſtin& committees, appointed for the 
purpoſe : but let not your attempts to ferve Chriſt 
be limited, except by the meaſure of power which 
the Lord fhall beſtow, and by the occaſions that 
he may preſent. e 


It ſeems, moreover, neceſſary, that our choice 
of inſtruments, to promote the knowledge of 
Chriſt, ſhould be no leſs comprehenſive than our 
principles, and our aims, Let no ſervant of 
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Cbriſt, who is qualified to advance his Maſter's 
; eauſe, be rejected from employment, and need- 


ful affiſtance in his proper ſphere, on account of 
any religious ſentiment, that would not render 


him unfit to vote in our proceedings, If we 


would effeftually prevent diſcord in labouring 
together for the Service of Chriſt, we muſt not 
pretend to uniformity of ſentiment; but lave 
.and help one another, as brethren in Chriſt who 

-agree to differ, WA i 1 


Thus, dear brethren, we have ſtated our rea- 
ſons for apprehending that the moſt comprehen - 
five union with falow chriſtians, might, upon 
principles derived from the goſpel, be generally 
adopted in your various connections. We are 
not aware of any inſurmountable obſtacle to-a 
cordial and eftectual Union among a/ who are 
real members of the church of Chriſt. We may 
have erred through deficiency of knowledge; 
but we entreat your ſerious attention to what we 
have ſuggeſted on this ſubject, ſo far as it applies 
to your circumſtances, It is, however, with 
much greater confidence, that we proceed to no- 


.uce, 2 


III. The Jenefcial effects which may, un- 
der the Lord's bleſſing, be derived from ſuch an 
Union as that which we have recommended, 
where it is found to be practicable. To enlarge 
upon theſe, is more than we can attempt at pre- 
ſent. The probable utility of ſuch an Union was 
diſcuſſed, in a Sermon that was preached at this 
place, when we firſt united. We then hoped 
that it might promote the perſonal. benefit and 


_ comfort 


6 


comfort of believers, their mutual uſefulneſs, 
their general preſervation from ſurrounding evils, 
and 5k ir ſucceſs in ſpreading the 83 of 
the Goſpel. Our experience, hitherto, has con- 
firmed, and even exceeded the hopes, which at 
| that time we indulged. If any of you with more 
fully to inveſtigate the ſubject of this addreſs, we 
beg leave to refer you to that diſcourſe, which 
has ſince been printed, with an introductory ac- 
count, developing our plan of Union“. In ad- 
drefling qurſelves to yay at this time, we are un- 
avaidably. reſtricted. to a brief mention of thoſe 
vantages, which have, already, in a remarka- 
be degree, * n by means of our 
nion. 55 


1. It has had a happy Es to. increaſe 
our mutual affe&ion, as fellow believers, and fel- 
low ſervants of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Several 
of us had formerly ſuffered our minds to be pre- 
judiced againſt ſome of our brethren ; and we 
Þlefs God, that by affociating together in his ſer- 
vice, fenſatians, which were equally unpleaſant 
and hurtful, have been exchanged for delightful 
emotions of cſteem and love. Some of us had 
been prevented, by the diſtance of our ſituations, 
or the difference of our judgments, from torming , 
a mutual acquaintance; and we now enjoy a 
pleaſing and uſeful intercourſe. Thoſe of us 
who had ſeen leaſt of mankind, have our ideas 
and affeQtions enlarged ; and thoſe who poſſeſſ- 
ed greater advantages, are now'p. ivileged with 
a 3 ſphere of uſefulneſs. Our mu- 


* Entitled, General Union reconiodnded to real Chriſ- 5 
tians ; a Sermon; &c. by S. Greatheed. Sold by Conder, 
1 Buttop, and Chapman, n. 83 pages. Price Is. 
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tual affection has been increaſed by the Union 
we have formed, we belleve, without the excep- 
tion of a fingle inſtance. | 1 


2. It has promoted amongſt us a general a#i- 
vity in the ſervice of our Lord. Miniſters have 
not contented themſelves with labouring in thoſe 


ſituations only, from whence their own congre- 


gations might be augmented ; but have preach- 
ed, in ſucceffion, at more diſtant places. They 
have, now, no occaſion to be apprehenſive of in- 
truding into another's province; every one hav- 
ing been led to regard the cauſe of Chrilt as his 
own. * Expenſes, attending the introduction of 
the "Goſpel where its value is yet unknown, are 
no longer an impediment to our activity; a ſuf- 
ficient contribution having been cheerfully raiſed, 
to defray every needful charge. The diffident 
are quickened by zealous examples. Regular 
arrangements of ſupplies, adapted to mutual con- 
venience, enable every one to labour to the beſt 
advantage; and render lectures in the villa 

more frequent; and more attractive, by the va- 
rious gifts of a ſucceſſion of preachers. Some of 
our congregations, that formerly engroſſed the 
whole powers of their miniſters, at preſent ſpare 
his labours among them, on fome part of every 


Lord's day, that he may preach in reg 


places, which muſt otherwiſe have remained deſ- 
titute. And in almoſt all our Societies, thoſe 
members who have ſuitable talents, viſit the vil- 
lages neareſt their homes, to read ſermons, and 
conduct meetings for prayer, at ſeaſons when 
their miniſters are preaching elſewhere, Thus 
all, who have deſire and capacity for ſpiritual 
uſefulneſs, are ſuitably employed; and opportu- 
; | ; nities 
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nities of religious inſtruction, and ſocial worſhip, 
have multiphed in our vicinity, far more than 
we dared to hope when the Union was formed. 


3. To avoid prolixity, we ſhall mention only 
one more advantage that has been derived from 
the comprehenſive nature of our plan. It relates 
to the reception given to our ſervices, Many 
places have been opened to receive the Goſpel, 
which muſt have continued to be inacceſſible, if 
our zeal had not been evidently difintereſted, or 
if it had been liable to prove hurdenſome to the 
attendants. In every neighbourhood we meet 
with friends, of one, or of another denomination, 
to give us their countenance ; becauſe they fee 
that we are not contending for the intereſt of a 
peculiar party, but merely for the glory of Chriſt 
and the ſalvation of ſouls. Some who are deter- 
red, by particular circumſtances, from avowedly 
uniting with us, ſo far from oppoſing, concur in 
various ways to ſtrengthen our hands. Very 
few others, whoſe known diſpoſitions render them 
deſirable as aſſociates, decline to unite wholly 
with us. Some, who are at great diſtances from 
us, are induced, by the liberality of our plan, to 
encourage us by their donations ard correſpon- 
dence. In ſome. inſtances, it appears, that they 
who do not chuſe to join us, are ſtirred up to 
emulate our exertions. And even the enemies 
of godlineſs, who, by means which none can 
juſtify, cruſh the attempts of individual, Miniſ- 
ters, treat with more caution thoſe of a nume- 
rous body, acting with one heart, and prepared 
to apply its 1 efforts, wherever they become 
neceſſary, in rer of the Hap: 


/ 


— 
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We muff content ourſelves with this nen 
fketch of the advantages that we have already 
derived trom Union. We are prompted. by a 
fincere and fervent good wilj, to wiſh, and prey, 
that you allo, deat Brethren, may find it prac- 
ticable It, however, you are prevented, whe- 
ther by unforeſeen objections, or by pecuhar - 
diſcouragements, from attempting to adopt the 


plan we recommend, we hope, nevertheleſs, that 
dur preſent comm:-nication will not be uſcleſs. 

We truſt you will rejoice in the ſucceſs that the 

Lord has vouchſated to our efforts, which, in 


many inſtances, we hope wil! be found to his 
everlaſting praiſe. We requeſt an intereſt in 
ons prayers, as fellow Wag in the joy of our 

ord ; and we ſhall eſteem ourſelves favoured 
by correſpondence with any of you, on ſubjects. 


that concern the glorious kingdom of our Re- 
decmer. : 


Jo his Grace and Truth we cordially commit 


you all, and remain, 


Dear Brethren, | 
(in behalf of the whole Union formed at Bedford) 
Your affectionate Servants in the Lord, 
W1Ltr!aM Cors, of Ampihill. 


RICHARD Davis, of Houghton Regis. 


ons Fosres, (Treaſurer) Biggleſwade. 
!LL1am Fosrr R, of St. Neots. 
WILLIAM Gorpon, D. D of ditto. 


Samver GREATHEED, (Vice Prefident) Newport 


P. gnel. 


SAML HilLYARD, (Secretary) Bedford. 
Martix MayLE, of Blunham, * 


| Joan SUTCL1FF, of Olney. 


Bedford, July 23, 1798. | | 
* : P. S. In 


(. 15_) 


P. S. In addition to the plan which is pre- 
fixed to the printed Sermon before-mentioned, a 
Committee has been appointed, of two members 
from each diſtrict of the Union, to act with the 
officers of it, in the general concerns. Thoſe of 
the committee, who had opportunity to meet 
together at the firſt ſeaſon fixed by the late 

ral meeting, have, in conſequence of a reſolution 
paſſed by that aſſembly, ſubſcribed the preceding 
Addreſs, and tranſmitted it to you. If we are 
favoured with your correſpondence, be pleaſed to 
direct to the Rev. S. Hillyard, Bedford. 


. bat” 


— 
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